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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 3 recites "said 
topsheet" and lines 4-5 recite "said tape fastener", both of which lack antecedent 
basis. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3 - 4 and 6 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Burrell (US 5,651,779). 

With respect to claim 1 , Burrell discloses a disposable body fluid absorbent pad 
comprising a top surface facing a wearer's body, a back surface facing away from said 
wearer's body and a liquid-absorbent core interposed between said top and back 
surfaces and being contoured by longitudinally opposite end margins extending in a 
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transverse direction and transversely opposite side edge margins extending in a 
longitudinal direction and being relatively large in said longitudinal 
direction (col. 6, lines 1 3 - 26), said disposable body fluid absorbent pad further 
comprising: said pad having a front region destined to cover a wearer's belly, a rear 
region destined to cover a wearer's hip and an intermediate region destined to cover a 
wearer's crotch when said pad is put on said wearer's body (figures 1 - 3), said pad 
including a strap adapted to pull said pad in said longitudinal direction and said strap 
having inner fixed portions lying on said side edge margins and secured to said 
pad on a surface facing said wearer's body and a hand-grip extending between 
said inner fixed portions as set forth in figure 5. 

With reference to claim 3, Burrell discloses a pad wherein the inner fixed portion 
of the straps extend from the end margin of the front region toward the end margin of 
the rear region along the side edge margins as set forth in figures 3 and 7. 

With respect to claim 4, Burrell discloses a pad wherein elastic members 
extending in the side edge margins of the pad in the longitudinal direction are attached 
to the front, rear and intermediate regions, at least to the intermediate region of the pad 
so that the elastic members are contractible in the longitudinal direction and the inner 
fixed portions of the straps shrink in the longitudinal direction as the elastic members 
contract as set forth in col. 5, lines 21 - 24. Burrell discloses that the leg openings may 
be fitted with elastic trim around the edges which is well known in the art. The elastic 
trim is inherently contractible in the longitudinal direction which would ultimately cause 
the straps to shrink the longitudinal direction as the elastic members contract. 
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As to claim 6, Burrell discloses a pad wherein said top and back surfaces are 
defined by a liquid-pervious topsheet and a liquid-impervious backsheet, respectively 
as set forth in col. 6, lines 13-26. 

With reference to claims 7 and 8, see figure 2. 

As to claim 9, Burrell discloses a pad that is provided in said rear 
region with a tape fastener having a proximal end fixed to said pad on said 
surface facing away from said wearer's body in said rear region and a distal 
end extending outward from said end margin of said rear region in said 
longitudinal direction and adapted to be releasably attached to said pad on 
said surface facing away from said wearer's body as set forth in col. 8, lines 57 - 64 
and in figure 6. 

With reference to claim 10, Burrell discloses a pad wherein said intermediate 
region of said pad is folded in said longitudinal direction with said topsheet inside so 
that said front and rear regions may be placed upon each other and then said distal 
end of said tape fastener is releasably attached to said pad on said surface facing 
away from said wearer's body in said front region so as to maintain said pad in 
a folded state as set forth in figure 5. 

Claims 1 , 3, 5 and 7 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Howard (US 6,368,313). 

With respect to claim 1, Howard discloses a disposable body fluid absorbent pad 
comprising a top surface facing a wearer's body (top outer surface of absorbent), a 
back surface facing away from said wearer's body and a liquid-absorbent core being 
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contoured by longitudinally opposite end margins extending in a transverse direction 
and transversely opposite side edge margins extending in a longitudinal direction and 
being relatively large in said longitudinal direction (col. 5, lines 1 - 10), said disposable 
body fluid absorbent pad further comprising: said pad having a front region destined to 
cover a wearer's belly, a rear region destined to cover a wearer's hip and an 
intermediate region destined to cover a wearer's crotch when said pad is put on said 
wearer's body (figure 1 ), said pad including a strap (60) adapted to pull said pad in said 
longitudinal direction and said strap having inner fixed portions lying on said side edge 
margins and secured to said pad on a surface facing said wearer's body and a hand- 
grip extending between said inner fixed portions as set forth in figures 2 and 5-8. 

As to claim 3, Howard discloses a pad wherein the inner fixed portion of the 
straps extend from the end margin of the front region toward the end margin of the rear 
region along the side edge margins as set forth in figures 1 and 6. 

Regarding claim 5, Howard discloses a pad wherein the straps are elastically 
stretchable (col. 4, line 59) and the inner fixed portions of the straps are secured to the 
pad on a surface facing the wearer's body so that the inner fixed portions are 
contractible as set forth in figure 1 . 

With reference to claims 7 and 8, see figures 2 and 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hlusko (US 4,745,926). 

With respect to claim 1, Hlusko discloses a disposable body fluid absorbent pad 
comprising a top surface facing a wearer's body and a back surface facing away from 
said wearer's body and being contoured by longitudinally opposite end margins 
extending in a transverse direction and transversely opposite side edge margins 
extending in a longitudinal direction and being relatively large in said longitudinal 
direction, said disposable body fluid absorbent pad further comprising: said pad having 
a front region destined to cover a wearer's belly, a rear region destined to cover a 
wearer's hip and an intermediate region destined to cover a wearer's crotch when said 
pad is put on said wearer's body (figure 4), said pad including a strap adapted to pull 
said pad in said longitudinal direction and said strap having inner fixed portions lying on 
said side edge margins and secured to said pad on a surface facing said wearer's body 
and a hand-grip extending between said inner fixed portions as set forth in figure 4. 
The difference between Hlusko and claim 1 is the provision that the pad 

comprises a liquid-absorbent core interposed between the top and back surface. 

While Hlusko does not explicitly teach a liquid absorbent core interposed 
between the top and back surface, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to provide this modification because Hlusko teaches that the pad is patterned after a 
diaper with straps attached (col. 2, lines 40 - 42). It is well known in the art that 
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conventional diapers include a topsheet, a backsheet and an absorbent core 
therebetween. 

As to claim 2, Hlusko teaches a pad wherein said strap comprises a first strap 
attached to one of said side edge margins so as to extend outward from said end 
margin of said front region in said longitudinal direction and a second strap 
is attached to said other side edge margin so as to extend outward from said 
end margin of said front region in said longitudinal direction, said first 
strap having an inner fixed portion lying on one of said side edge margins and 
secured to said pad on said surface facing said wearer's body, an outer fixed 
portion lying on said other side edge margin and secured to said pad on said 
surface facing away from said wearer's body and a hand-grip extending between 
said inner fixed portion and said outer fixed portion and said second strap 
having an inner fixed portion lying on said other side edge margin and secured 
to said pad on said surface facing said wearer's body, an outer fixed portion 
lying on said other side edge margin and secured to said pad on said surface 
facing away from said wearer's body and a hand-grip extending between said 
inner fixed portion and said outer fixed portion as set forth in figure 4. 

Regarding claim 3, Hlusko teaches a pad wherein the inner fixed portion of the 
straps extend from the end margin of the front region toward the end margin of the rear 
region along the side edge margins as set forth in see figure 4. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michele Kidwell whose telephone number is 
571-272-4935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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